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What	is	a	iambic	meter	in	a	poem

Metrical	line	of	verses	consisting	of	six	feet	Hexameter	is	a	metrical	line	of	verses	consisting	of	six	feet	(a	"foot"	here	is	the	pulse,	or	major	accent,	of	words	in	an	English	line	of	poetry;	in	Greek	and	Latin	a	"foot"	is	not	an	accent,	but	describes	various	combinations	of	syllables).	It	was	the	standard	epic	metre	in	classical	Greek	and	Latin	literature,
such	as	in	the	Iliad,	Odyssey	and	Aeneid.	Its	use	in	other	genres	of	composition	include	Horace's	satires,	Ovid's	Metamorphoses,	and	the	Hymns	of	Orpheus.	According	to	Greek	mythology,	hexameter	was	invented	by	Phemonoe,	daughter	of	Apollo	and	the	first	Pythia	of	Delphi.[1][2]	Classical	Hexameter	In	classical	hexameter,	the	six	feet	follow	these
rules:	A	foot	can	be	made	up	of	two	long	syllables	(–	–),	a	spondee;	or	a	long	and	two	short	syllables,	a	dactyl	(–	υ	υ).	The	first	four	feet	can	contain	either	one	of	them.	The	fifth	is	almost	always	a	dactyl,	and	last	must	be	a	spondee.	A	short	syllable	(υ)	is	a	syllable	with	a	short	vowel	and	no	consonant	at	the	end.	A	long	syllable	(–)	is	a	syllable	that	either
has	a	long	vowel,	one	or	more	consonants	at	the	end	(or	a	long	consonant),	or	both.	Spaces	between	words	are	not	counted	in	syllabification,	so	for	instance	"cat"	is	a	long	syllable	in	isolation,	but	"cat	attack"	would	be	syllabified	as	short-short-long:	"ca",	"ta",	"tack"	(υ	υ	–).	Variations	of	the	sequence	from	line	to	line,	as	well	as	the	use	of	caesura
(logical	full	stops	within	the	line)	are	essential	in	avoiding	what	may	otherwise	be	a	monotonous	sing-song	effect.	Application	Although	the	rules	seem	simple,	it	is	hard	to	use	classical	hexameter	in	English,	because	English	is	a	stress-timed	language	that	condenses	vowels	and	consonants	between	stressed	syllables,	while	hexameter	relies	on	the
regular	timing	of	the	phonetic	sounds.	Languages	having	the	latter	properties	(i.e.,	languages	that	are	not	stress-timed)	include	Ancient	Greek,	Latin,	Lithuanian	and	Hungarian.	While	the	above	classical	hexameter	has	never	enjoyed	much	popularity	in	English,	where	the	standard	metre	is	iambic	pentameter,	English	poems	have	frequently	been
written	in	iambic	hexameter.	There	are	numerous	examples	from	the	16th	century	and	a	few	from	the	17th;	the	most	prominent	of	these	is	Michael	Drayton's	Poly-Olbion	(1612)	in	couplets	of	iambic	hexameter.	An	example	from	Drayton	(marking	the	feet):	Nor	a	|	ny	o	|	ther	wold	|	like	Cot	|	swold	e	|	ver	sped,	So	rich	|	and	fair	|	a	vale	|	in	for	|	tuning	|
to	wed.	In	the	17th	century	the	iambic	hexameter,	also	called	alexandrine,	was	used	as	a	substitution	in	the	heroic	couplet,	and	as	one	of	the	types	of	permissible	lines	in	lyrical	stanzas	and	the	Pindaric	odes	of	Cowley	and	Dryden.	Several	attempts	were	made	in	the	19th	century	to	naturalise	the	dactylic	hexameter	to	English,	by	Henry	Wadsworth
Longfellow,	Arthur	Hugh	Clough	and	others,	none	of	them	particularly	successful.	Gerard	Manley	Hopkins	wrote	many	of	his	poems	in	six-foot	iambic	and	sprung	rhythm	lines.	In	the	20th	century	a	loose	ballad-like	six-foot	line	with	a	strong	medial	pause	was	used	by	William	Butler	Yeats.	The	iambic	six-foot	line	has	also	been	used	occasionally,	and	an
accentual	six-foot	line	has	been	used	by	translators	from	the	Latin	and	many	poets.	In	the	late	18th	century	the	hexameter	was	adapted	to	the	Lithuanian	language	by	Kristijonas	Donelaitis.	His	poem	"Metai"	(The	Seasons)	is	considered	the	most	successful	hexameter	text	in	Lithuanian	as	yet.	For	dactylic	hexameter	poetry	in	Hungarian	language,	see
Dactylic	hexameter#In	Hungarian.	See	also	Dactylic	hexameter	Prosody	(Latin)	Notes	^	Pausanias,	10.5.7	^	Pliny	the	Elder,	7.57	References	Stephen	Greenblatt	et	al.	The	Norton	Anthology	of	English	Literature,	volume	D,	9th	edition	(Norton,	2012).	Pausanias.	Description	of	Greece,	Vol.	IV.	Translation	by	W.H.S.	Jones,	Litt.D.,	and	H.A.	Ormerod,
M.A.	(Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press;	London:	William	Heinemann	Ltd.,	1918).	Pliny	the	Elder.	The	Natural	History.	Translated	by	John	Bostock,	M.D.,	F.R.S.	H.T.	Riley,	Esq.,	B.A.	(London:	Taylor	and	Francis,	1855).	External	links	Hexametrica,	a	tutorial	on	Latin	dactylic	hexameter	at	Skidmore	College	Hexameter.co,	practice	scanning
lines	of	dactylic	hexameter	from	a	variety	of	Latin	authors	Retrieved	from	"	Meter	is	a	literary	device	that	works	as	a	structural	element	in	poetry.	Essentially,	meter	is	the	basic	rhythmic	structure	of	a	line	within	a	poem	or	poetic	work.	Meter	functions	as	a	means	of	imposing	a	specific	number	of	syllables	and	emphasis	when	it	comes	to	a	line	of
poetry	that	adds	to	its	musicality.	It	consists	of	the	number	of	syllables	and	the	pattern	of	emphasis	on	those	syllables.	In	addition,	meter	governs	individual	units	within	a	line	of	poetry,	called	“feet.”	A	“foot”	of	a	poetic	work	features	a	specific	number	of	syllables	and	pattern	of	emphasis.Perhaps	the	most	famous	example	of	poetic	meter	is	iambic
pentameter.	An	iamb	is	a	metrical	foot	that	consists	of	one	short	or	unstressed	syllable	followed	by	a	long	or	stressed	syllable.	The	structure	of	iambic	pentameter	features	five	iambs	per	line,	or	ten	total	syllables	per	line.	All	the	even-numbered	syllables	in	this	metric	form	are	stressed.	Shakespeare	is	well-known	for	his	use	of	this	literary	device,
especially	in	his	sonnets.	Here	is	an	example	from	Sonnet	104:To	me,	fair	friend,	you	never	can	be	old,For	as	you	were	when	first	your	eye	I	eyed,Such	seems	your	beauty	still.	Three	winters	coldHave	from	the	forests	shook	three	summers’	pride,Each	line	features	five	iambs	that	follow	the	pattern	of	unstressed/stressed	syllables.Common	Examples	of
Metrical	FeetFor	English	poetry,	metrical	feet	generally	feature	two	or	three	syllables.	They	are	categorized	by	a	specific	combination	of	stressed	and	unstressed	syllables.	The	most	common	examples	of	metrical	feet	include:Trochee:	stressed	syllable	followed	by	unstressed	syllable,	as	in	“custom”Iamb:	unstressed	syllable	followed	by	stressed
syllable,	as	in	“describe”Spondee:	equal	stress	for	both	syllables,	as	in	“cupcake”Dactyl:	stressed	syllable,	followed	by	two	unstressed	syllables,	as	in	“bicycle”Anapest:	two	unstressed	syllables,	followed	by	a	stressed	syllable,	as	in	“understand”The	repetition	of	metrical	feet	in	a	line	of	poetry	creates	poetic	meter,	like	beats	in	music.	The	length	of	a
poetic	meter	is	labeled	with	Greek	suffixes:one	foot	=	monometertwo	feet	=	dimeterthree	feet	=	trimeterfour	feet	=	Iatetrameterfive	feet	=	pentametersix	feet	=	hexameterseven	feet	=	heptametereight	feet	=	octameterTherefore,	the	term	Iambic	Pentameter	signifies	that	a	poetic	line	contains	five	repetitions	of	iamb,	or	a	unstressed	syllable	/
stressed	syllable	pattern	repeated	five	times,	as	illustrated	in	the	sonnet	lines	above.Examples	of	Meter	in	Well-Known	Words	and	PhrasesMeter	is	found	in	many	well-known	words	and	phrases.	The	English	language	lends	itself	to	accenting	or	stressing	particular	syllables	as	elements	and	patterns	of	speech.	Here	are	some	examples	of	meter	in	well-
known	words	and	phrases:Trochaic	(stressed,	unstressed)Gently	down	the	streamHold	your	horsesHappy	birthdayMerry	ChristmasNice	to	meet	youIambic	(unstressed,	stressed)I	pledge	allegiance	to	the	flagYour	wish	is	my	commandIt	came	upon	a	midnight	clearNo	pain,	no	gainThe	buck	stops	hereLay	lowStay	goldOn	pointStep	upLights	OutWhere
do	you	think	you	are	going?Easy	come,	easy	goGo	forth	and	conquerLet	them	eat	cakeLive	long	and	prosperIn	the	blink	of	an	eyeHit	the	nail	on	the	headAt	the	drop	of	a	hatCosts	an	arm	and	a	legIn	the	blink	of	an	eyeMeter	is	found	in	many	famous	examples	of	poetic	works,	including	poems,	drama,	and	lyrics.	Here	are	some	famous	examples	of
meter:Shall	I	compare	thee	to	a	summer’s	day?	(iambic	pentameter)Once	upon	a	midnight	dreary,	while	I	pondered,	weak	and	weary,	(trochaic	octameter)Out,	damned	spot!	Out,	I	say!	(spondaic	trimeter)The	itsy,	bitsy	spider	(iambic	trimeter)Stop	all	the	clocks,	/	Cut	off	the	telephone	(dactylic	dimeter)I	wandered,	lonely	as	a	cloud	(iambic
tetrameter)“Forward,	the	Light	Brigade!	/	Charge	for	the	guns!”	he	said.	(dactylic	dimeter)Fair	is	foul	and	foul	is	fair.	(trochaic	tetrameter)But,	soft!	What	light	through	yonder	window	breaks?	(iambic	pentameter)‘Twas	the	night	before	Christmas,	and	all	through	the	house	(anapestic	tetrameter)Difference	Between	Meter	and	RhythmMany	people
use	the	meter	and	rhythm	of	the	words	interchangeably	due	to	their	similarities.	However,	as	literary	devices,	they	are	different.	Rhythm	is	a	literary	device	that	sets	the	overall	tempo	or	pace	of	a	literary	work.	Rhythm	can	be	applied	to	poetry,	free	verse,	or	prose.	Meter	is	a	literary	device	that	creates	a	measured	beat,	often	in	a	work	of	poetry,	that
is	established	by	patterns	of	stressed	and	unstressed	syllables.Meter	is	considered	a	more	formal	writing	tool,	particularly	as	it	applies	to	poetry.	It	can	enhance	the	rhythmic	quality	of	poetic	writing.	However,	its	purpose	is	to	set	steady	timing	in	poetic	lines	with	metrical	feet,	just	as	a	time	signature	and	metronome	might	set	steady	timing	in	a
musical	work.Unlike	meter,	rhythm	is	less	about	a	steady	and	measured	beat	of	syllables.	Instead,	the	purpose	of	rhythm	is	to	create	natural	patterns	and	flow	of	words	that	enhance	a	poetic	work’s	tone	and	content.	This	is	especially	true	for	poets	that	write	free	verse.	In	this	case,	meter	is	not	emphasized	to	give	the	verse	poetic	structure.	Instead,
poets	of	free	verse	focus	on	natural	rhythm	and	pacing.Writing	MeterOverall,	as	a	literary	device,	meter	functions	as	a	means	of	creating	structure	and	musicality	in	lines	of	poetry.	This	is	effective	for	readers	in	that	meter	allows	for	specific	patterns,	or	beats,	of	stressed	and	unstressed	syllables	in	poetry	while	simultaneously	elevating	artistic
language.	Meter	enhances	the	enjoyment	and	meaning	of	poetic	works	for	readers.It’s	important	that	writers	understand	the	distinction	between	qualitative	and	quantitative	meter:Qualitative	meter	features	stressed	syllables	in	regular	intervals,	such	as	five	iambs	in	a	line	of	poetry.	This	type	of	meter	creates	a	consistent	flow	for	readers.Qualitative
meter	features	patterns	based	on	the	“weight”	of	syllables	rather	than	which	are	stressed.	This	allows	for	combinations	of	meter	that	still	create	flow	for	the	reader.	For	example,	a	spondee	may	follow	a	dactyl	in	order	to	facilitate	meter	in	a	line	of	poetry.	Rather	than	the	stress	on	syllables,	it	is	their	length	or	duration	that	is	important.Here	are	some
ways	that	writers,	and	especially	poets,	benefit	from	incorporating	meter	into	their	work:Creates	Poetic	StructureMeter	is	an	essential	element	of	poetry.	This	literary	device	allows	readers	to	understand	and	feel	rhythm	in	relation	to	words	and	lines	in	poetic	works,	just	as	it	would	with	notes	in	a	line	of	music,	providing	melodic	undertones	to	poetic
compositions.	In	addition,	meter	allows	writers	to	work	within	clearly	defined	structural	elements	when	composing	poetry	as	a	means	of	providing	cadence	to	the	literary	piece.	Meter	not	only	serves	as	a	benefit	to	writers	in	their	individual	work,	but	it	connects	them	to	other	poets	as	well	by	enhancing	the	legacy	of	poetic	traditions	such	as	sonnets,
elegies,	pastorals,	and	so	forth.Enhances	Artistic	Use	of	LanguageMeter	also	enhances	the	artistic	use	of	language,	which	is	the	foundation	of	poetry.	As	a	literary	device,	meter	can	amplify	the	meaning	of	a	poetic	work	by	stressing	and	emphasizing	certain	syllables	or	words.	This	can	invoke	a	pattern	of	feeling	and	emotion	for	the	reader	that	may	be
lost	without	such	rhythmic	structure.Dactylic	HexameterMostly	used	in	the	classical	Greek	poetic	verses,	this	meter	comprises	a	total	of	six	feet	used	as	a	stressed	and	double	unstressed	such	as	(′	˘	˘).	It	is	mostly	used	in	didactic	or	narrative	poetry.	It	is	also	found	in	Latin	poetry	and	is	most	comparable	to	iambic	pentameter	used	in	English
poetry.Irregular	MeterAnother	interesting	category	in	meters	is	irregular	meters	or	asymmetrical	meters.	They	are	not	exactly	regular	and	are	different	from	regular	meters.	This	metrical	pattern	shows	the	use	of	two	or	more	signatures,	such	as	5/8	time	signatures,	for	example.	Some	other	types	are	2/8	and	3/8	in	the	same	poem.Use	of	Meter	in
SentencesTo	swell	/	the	gourd,	/	and	plump	/	the	ha	/	zel	shells	–	John	Keats’	“To	Autumn”	–	Iamb	MeterThe	Grizz	/	ly	Bear	/	is	huge	/	and	wild;He	has	/	devoured	/	an	in	/	fant	child.The	in	/	fant	child	/	is	not	/	awareIt	has	/	been	eat	/	en	by	/	the	bear.	–	A.	E.	Housman’s	“Infant	Innocence”	–	Trochee	MeterHalf	a	league,	/	half	a	leagueHalf	a	league	/
onward,	–	Alfred	Lord	Tennyson’s	“The	Charge	of	the	Light	Brigade”	–	Dactyl	MeterAnd	the	sheen	/	of	their	spears	/	was	like	stars	/	on	the	sea,	–	Lord	Byron’s	“The	Destruction	of	Sennacherib”	–	Anapest	MeterAs	yet	but	knock,	/	breathe,	shine,	/	and	seek	to	mend;	–	John	Donne	“Holy	Sonnet	XIV”		–	Spondee	MeterWhen	the	/	blood	creeps	/	and	the	/
nerves	prick.	–	Alfred,	Lord	Tennyson	“In	Memoriam”	–	Pyrrhic	MeterExamples	of	Meter	in	LiteratureMeter	is	a	very	effective	literary	device,	especially	in	poetic	works.	Here	are	some	examples	of	meter	and	how	it	adds	to	the	significance	and	musicality	of	well-known	literary	works:Example	1:	Sonnet	LXV	(Sir	Edmund	Spenser)One	day	I	wrote	her
name	upon	the	strand,But	came	the	waves	and	washed	it	away;Again	I	wrote	it	with	a	second	hand,But	came	the	tide	and	made	my	pains	his	prey.Spenser	utilizes	iambic	pentameter	in	his	sonnet,	which	is	the	most	common	meter	found	in	English	poetry.	In	this	poem,	the	iambic	pentameter	enhances	the	beauty	of	the	language	and	poetic	lines.	The
flow	of	the	meter	reflects	and	underscores	the	imagery	of	the	tide	and	waves,	washing	away	the	written	name.	This	meter	provides	a	natural	flow	for	the	subject	of	the	poem	in	addition	to	the	wording	of	the	poetic	lines.Example	2:	Yesterday	and	To-morrow	(Paul	Laurence	Dunbar)Yesterday	I	held	your	hand,Reverently	I	pressed	it,And	its	gentle
yieldingnessFrom	my	soul	I	blessed	it.In	this	poem,	Dunbar	uses	dactylic	dimeter	which	mirrors	the	beat	of	a	waltz.	This	adds	a	level	of	musicality	and	almost	a	dance-like	structure	to	the	poem	that	is	satisfying	for	the	reader.	In	addition,	this	emphasizes	the	action	in	the	poem	of	the	poet	holding	someone’s	hand	in	a	reverent	manner,	as	a	dance
partner	might.	The	“gentle	yieldingness”	of	the	hand	evokes	a	sense	of	dancing	as	well,	which	is	supported	by	the	rhythmic	structure	of	dactylic	dimeter.	Therefore,	the	reader	is	able	to	enjoy	a	greater	understanding	of	the	poetic	lines	as	the	meter	connects	with	both	the	artistic	phrasing	and	action	in	the	poem.Example	3:	When	I	Was	One-and-
Twenty	(A.	E.	Housman)When	I	Was	One-and-TwentyI	heard	a	wise	man	say,Give	crowns	and	pounds	and	guineasBut	not	your	heart	away,Housman	utilizes	iambic	trimeter	in	this	stanza	to	create	a	firm	structure	and	poetic	beat.	This	adds	to	the	meaning	of	the	poem	in	terms	of	the	theme	of	value.	For	example,	the	poet	assigns	value	to	his	age	as
“one-and-twenty,”	which	is	then	echoed	by	the	value	of	“crowns	and	pounds	and	guineas”	as	currency.	The	sharp	iambic	trimeter	creates	a	rhythmic	structure	and	cadence	that	resembles	counting,	enhancing	the	“numeric”	value	of	the	poet’s	words.	This	is	especially	effective	as	a	contrast	for	the	word	“heart”	in	the	last	line	of	the	stanza,	which
changes	the	interpretation	of	the	meter	to	one	of	a	heartbeat.Example	4:	Evangeline:	A	Tale	of	Acadie	by	Henry	Wadsworth	LongfellowThis	is	the	forest	primeval.	The	murmuring	pines	and	the	hemlocks,Bearded	with	moss,	and	in	garments	green,	indistinct	in	the	twilight,Stand	like	Druids	of	eld,	with	voices	sad	and	prophetic,Stand	like	harpers	hoar,
with	beards	that	rest	on	their	bosoms.These	verses	from	“Evangeline”	show	the	use	of	a	dactylic	hexameter	where	the	first	syllable	is	stressed	with	two	unstressed	syllables.	Just	read	the	first	line,	mark	the	stressed	syllables	and	see	that	they	have	created	a	rhythm	of	their	own.	The	same	goes	with	the	second,	third,	and	fourth	lines.Example	5:	Ibant
Obscuri	by	Robert	BridgesMidway	of	all	this	tract,	with	secular	arms	an	immense	elm,Reareth	a	crowd	of	branches,	aneath	whose	leafy	protectionVain	dreams	thickly	nestle,	clinging	unto	the	foliage	on	high:And	many	strange	creatures	of	monstrous	form	and	featuresStable	about	th’entrance,	Centaur	and	Scylla’s	abortion.These	verses	from	Bridges’
translation	of	“Iban	Obscuri”	show	the	use	of	a	dactylic	hexameter	which	has	total	of	six	feet	with	one	stressed	syllable	followed	by	two	unstressed.	All	the	five	verses	from	“Iban	Obscuri”	demonstrate	the	use	of	a	hexameter.	However,	one	note	of	caution	is	that	as	English	verses	are	very	strict	on	stress	patterns,	the	use	of	hexameter	is	very	difficult	to
apply	in	the	English	poetic	language.Example	6:	Anecdote	of	the	Jar	by	Wallace	StevensThe	wilderness	rose	up	to	it,And	sprawled	around,	no	longer	wild.The	jar	was	round	upon	the	groundAnd	tall	and	of	a	port	in	air.These	lines	show	the	use	of	an	irregular	meter.	For	example,	the	first	line	shows	the	use	of	tetrameter,	while	the	second	shows	the	use
of	pentameter	that	is	a	5/8	time	signature	in	both	the	lines.	This	is	rarely	used	in	English	poetry	but	is	very	common	in	songs.Synonyms	of	MeterAs	a	literary	device,	a	few	words	that	are	slightly	similar	to	the	meter	in	meanings	are	beat,	cadence,	rhythm,	and	measure,	while	some	other	words	related	to	it	are	accent,	emphasis,	stress,	backbeat,	and
drumbeat.	Some	categories	of	meter	include	hexameter,	pentameter,	tetrameter	and	trimeter.
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